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O        De  A  R    Sir, 

FTER  the  mortifying  Reception 

I  gave  you,  when  you  did  me  the 

Favour  of  calling  laft  Winter,  you 

will  wonder  to  hear   from  one, 

whofe  Friendfliip  no  doubt  by  this  Time  you 

have  totally  defpaired  of;  and  if  the  Reafons  had 

ilill  fubfifled,  upon  which  my  Behaviour  at  that 

B  Time 
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Time  was  founded,  I  fhoald  have  thought  it 
a  Difgrace  to  my  Underftanding,  as  well  as 
Character,  to  acknowledge  the  Intimacy  and 
Confidence  which  united  us  for  more  than 
twenty  Years.  I  can  imagine  what  pafled  in 
your  Mind  at  being  difrniiTed  with  Coolnefs, 
\yhtn  you  expedled  Comfort,  and  was  oblig- 
ed to  retire  from  the  only  Afylum  you  was 
driven  to  by  the  miftaken  Violence  of  the 
Times.  But  you  will  excufe  me,  when 
you  take  a  candid  Retrofped:  at  your  ov^n 
Situation  and  mine,  and  wili  love  me  as 
cordially  as  ever,  when  you  read  this  public 
Confeffion  of  my  Miftake,  which  fliall  be 
confirmed,  when  Bufinefs  will  permit  me 
to  make  an  Excurfion  into  the  North,  more 
fully  to  acquit  you  of  all  the  Imputations  your 
Charafler  has  been  loaded  with. 

The  Charge  of  betraying  the  convivial 
Pleaiantries  of  your  Friends,  efpccially  at 
fuch  a  Diflance  of  Time,  and  in  fo  critical 
a  Jundlure,  when  they  were  juft  flu(hed  with 
the  Vidory  they  had  gained  over  the  warmeft 
Zealots  for  a  deferted  Caufe,  very  naturally 

effaced 
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efFaccd  the  Impreffions  I  for  merly  had  of  your 
fecial  Virtues,  of  your  Honour,  Fidelity  and 
Taciturnity,  in  thofe  Inflances  at  leaft,  in 
which  it  feemed  to  be  both  your  Credit  and 
Intereft,  that  you  fliould  on  all  Occafions  be 
fecret  and  faithful. 

It  was  alledged  in  your  Behalf,  that  the 
Words  were  unguarded,  previous  to  any  Cla- 
mour about  their  Character,  and  never  meant 
to  engage  the  Attention  of  the  Kingdom, 
much  lefs  of  all  Europe.  But  when  I  con- 
fidcred,  that  the  moft  promifing  Syflem  of 
Power  that  ever  was  planned,  was  very  near 
being  difconcerted  by  your  Indifcretion,  and 
how  well  grounded  the  Sufpicions  were  be- 
fore, which  you,  I  had  almoft  faid,  confirmed. 
How  was  it  poffible  I  could  rank  you  among 
any  other  Clafs  of  Men,  than  thofe  Roman 
Delatores^  with  whom  I  (liould  be  forry,  from 
the  Regard  every  one  is  allowed  to  have  for 
his  own  Safety,  to  compare  any  Perfon  that 
had  ever  been  adraitted  to  the  leaft  Share  in 
my  Confidence. 

The 
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The  Hearts  of  Men  are  wifely  fecured  a« 
gainfl:  the  Penalties  of  Law,  and  without 
fuch  Security  the  Right  of  private  Judgment 
would  be  miferably  endangered ;  there  would 
be  an  End  of  that  Peace  and  Harmony, 
under  which  Men  of  different  Drfigns  and 
Principles  a6l  together  ;  the  Power  xvhich  is 
founded  in  a  neceifary  Diflimulation  would 
be  terribly  fliaken,  and  the  beft  intentioned 
Men  would  be  of  no  Ufe  to  the  Public, 
if  the  Public  fliould  capricioufly  refufe  to 
be  ferved  in  the  Manner  they  intend. 

You  fee,  my  Friend,  what  abundant  Rea- 
fon  I  had  to  condemn  you.  It  was  the  mod 
complicated  Piece  of  Mifchief  that  ever  Le- 
vity and  Inconfideration  produced.  If  you 
had  feen  the  Agitation  of  your  Friends,  how 
diftreffed  they  were  to  fupport  the  Opinion 
of  their  Condud:  and  Principles,  which  it  was 
of  fuch  Confequence  to  therri  to  eftablifh  ; 
how  one  of  them,  who  is  naturally  thought- 
ful, expreffed  his  Terrors  by  the  moil  ghaftly 
Image,  that  ever  the  Heart  of  Man  ftamp'd 
upon    a  Face  5  how  another  laid   afide  the 

Lively 
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Lively  Supercilioufnefs,  which  till  then  had 
refulted  from  the  Confcioufnefs  of  his  own 
Weight  and  Importance,  and  had  no  more 
of  his  ufual  Prefence  of  Mind^  than  merely 
ftrved  the  Purpofe  of  denying  the  Charge  : 
How  a  third,  juft  arrived  at  the  Summit  of 
his  Wifhes,  curfed  the  Day  when  he  moved 
out  of  the  Elements  of  Grammar,  to  ex- 
pofe  himfelf  to  the  unhappy  Memories  of 
his  familiar  Friends  ;  you  would  have  flood 
amazed  at  the  Confufion  you  had  wrought, 
and  would  have  defeated  more  effedually,  if 
poffible,  than  you  did,  the  Confequences, 
which  had  you  perfifted,  mull  irretrievably 
have  enfued. 

I  call  it  a  complicated  Piece  of  Mifchief, 
becaufe  it  not  only  happened  at  the  moft  un- 
favourable Time,  but  it  v/ounded  them  in 
the  moft  eflential  Part  of  their  Characters.  I 
have  already  hinted  how  unfortunately  it  fell 
out  with  refped:  to  the  Time.  They  were 
juft  then  fo  exceffively  Unpopular,  that  the 
World  was  prepared   for  any  the  moft  bitter 

In. 
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Infinuations^  that  Malice  could  have  forged 
againft  them.  But  unluckily  there  was  not 
a  Prejudice  or  Sufpicion  entertained^  which 
was  not  of  an  earlier  Date,  prior  to  the  En- 
mities they  had  then  created,  and  therefore 
grounded  in  fomething  elfe,  than  that  Part  of 
their  Conduit  which  had  juft  rendered  them 
obnoxious.  And  thefe  Sufpicions  having  pre- 
vailed fo  univerfally  before  that  Time,  they 
operated  with  the  greater  Succefs,  as  the 
Public  was  at  a  Lofs  to  impute  the  Changes, 
which  had  happened,  to  any  other  Caufe, 
than  the  different  Charaders  of  the  Perfons 
who  found  it  neceffary  to  feperate. 

However  thefe  were  ftill  no  more  than 
Sufpicions,  which  Calumny  is  always  as  ready 
to  verity  as  Credulity  can  be  to  /wallow ;  which 
might  indeed  occafion  them  to  be  farticu-- 
larlly  watched  in  a  trying  Seafon  ;  but  it  was 
their  Tiiumph,  that  not  one  amongft  all 
their  Enemies  cculd,  and  not  one  amongft 
all  their  Friends  would,  juftify  and  confirm 
thefe  Sufpicions  by  the  exprefs  Charge  of  a 

Matter 
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Matter  of  Fad  :  In  che  Midft  of  this  Tri- 
umph and  Exuhation,  which  naturally  flowed 
from  a  Vidory  to  all  Appearance  very  com- 
pleat,  you  ftepp'd  forth,  to  the  feeming  A- 
mazement  of  themfelves,  rather  than  of  the 
World,  with  a  Fadt  which  a  Perfon  in  any 
other  Situation  than  theirs  would  have  chofen 
to  confefs  and  ridicule,  rather  than  be  in- 
volved in  an  Enquiry  fo  confpicuous,  which 
whatever  the  Refult  of  it  might  be,  would 
leave  a  vulgar  Prejudice  on  the  Minds  of  Men, 
that  fo  much  Smoke  mufl  be  the  Effedt  of 
fome  Fire. 

It  was  another  unlucky  Circumflance  in 
Point  of  Time,  that  they  were  juft  then 
involved  in  the  Support  of  Characters,  not 
more  unfufpedled  than  their  own ;  for  as  if 
it  was  the  Pleafure  of  Fortune  to  diftrcfs  her 
Minions,  /he  had  connefted  them  with  fome 
of  the  worit  Men,  both  in  Politicks  and  Mo- 
rals, that  were  ever  taken  into  a  political  Con- 
nexion. 

Befid#6 


[       12      ] 

Beiides  this,  the  grave  Politician  before- 
mentioned  faw  at  that  Time  the  Cloud  ga- 
thering, which  hath  fince  burft  with  fo 
much  Vehemence  over  the  Head  of  his  pious 
Brother.  It  is  true,  he  could  not  be  charge- 
able with  the  I?ifir}nities  of  any  Perfon  how- 
ever nearly  ally'd  to  him.  But  as  he  had 
doubtleis  been  a  great  Inftrument  in  the  Ex- 
altation, he  could  not  but  apprehend  that 
himfelf  would  in  fome  Meafure  ftiare  in  the 
Difgrace  of  his  Brother,  though  it  might 
be  occafioned  by  Levities  peculiar  to  the 
latter. 

The  fecond  of  the  Triumvirate  I  hinted  at 
was  yet  more  unfortunately  circumftanced. 
He  w^as  fuppofed  to  be  juft  then  on  the  Point 
of  (hining  in  a  Sphere,  from  which  his  Abi- 
lities and  Principles  would  have  extended  their 
Influence  to  the  remoteft  Parts  of  the  Earth, 
when  this  curfed  Accuflition  of  yours  un- 
feafonably  called  forth  all  his  native  Mo- 
de fty,  and  for  the  prefent  difconcerted  his 
Plan. 

The 
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The  Third,  though  difappointed,  was  not 
in  fo  precarious  a  Condition,  as  to  apprehend 
any  Danger  of  being,  crufh'd.  But  his  Mif- 
fortune  was,  that  his  Patron  was  embarrafs'd, 
and  at  a  Lofs  to  account  for  fo  extraordinary 
a  Promotion,  inconliftent  with  his  own  Pxin- 
ciples  and  Profcffions,  and  derogatory  to  his 
great  Judgment. 

What  a  Combination  of  diftrefsful  Cir- 
cumftances  this  was,  for  an  Accufation,  like 
yours,  to  fall  in  with,  they  can  beft  explain 
to  the  Public,  whenever  they  find  it  expe- 
dient to  make  their  Appeal.  I  can  fuppofqf 
them  to  have  utter'd  Execrations  againfl 
Fate,  againft  you,  againfl:  their  Enemies,  if 
not  againft  the  Conftitution  itfelf,  which  gave 
Importance  to  a  Charge  of  this  Nature,  in 
their  nodturnal  Meetings,  or  in  their  more 
private  nodurnal  Meditations,  when  each  of 
them  had  only  himfelf  to  fear.  I  cannot 
help  being  fympathetical  on  the  Subjedt, 
when  I  recoiled:,  how  horridly  my  own  Re- 
pofe  was  interrupted  by  the  fingle  Confidera- 
C  ratioA 
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tlon,  that  the  Time  of  this  Event  was  fo  cri- 
tical, that  the  only  apparent  way  of  extri- 
cating them  was  by  denying  the  Fadt ;  a 
Method  which,  however  fupported  by  their 
Charadlers  and  Confciences,  was  fo  frequent 
and  obfolete,  having  been  pradifed  by  al- 
moft  by  ^11  the  Innocent  and  Guilty  that 
ever  fell  under  an  Accufation,  that  I  was  in 
Pain,  left  the  capricious  Opinion  of  the  World 
fhould  not  be  fo  perfedly  fatisfied,  as  th.efe 
Gentlemen,  and  their  Judges,  had  Reafon  to 
be. 

But  the  Time  of  its  Apperance  was  far 
from  being  the  worft  Circumftance  attend- 
ing dns  inaufpicious  Charge.  The  diftant 
Period  at  which  you  fix'd  it,  when  they 
firil  entered  the  World,  and  tho'  arriv'd  at 
Years  of  Maturity,  yet  were  very  unexpe^ 
rienced  in  the  ways  of  Mankind,  would  have 
extenuated  it  in  the  Cafe  of  other  Men, 
but  was  in  their  Cafe  confider'd  by  themfelves, 
as  well  as  others,  in  the  Light  of  an  Aggra- 
vation. 

For 
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For  they  wifely  reafonM  thus,  ''  If  thefe 
fliould  appear  to  have  been  our  Profeffions 
at  a  Time  of  Life^  when  we  muft  be  fup- 
pofed  raw  in  the  Arts  of  Dilllmulation,  when 
the  Impreffions  of  Education  had  flill  their 
full  Force,  and  at  a  jovial  Hour,  when  Wine 
and  Friendfhip  are  apt  to  keep  up  a  more 
{\nd:  Corefpondence  than  ufual  between  Mens 
Hearts  and  Lips,  How  can  all  our  Profeffions 
to  the  contrary,  at  prefentj  ever  polTibly  gain 
Credit  ?  Will  it  not  be  objeded,  that  we  have 
been  too  long  weaned  from  our  youthful 
Simplicity,  to  profefs  on  all  Occafions,  our 
real  Sentiments?  That  the  Zeal  by  which 
we  have  diflinguilhcd  ourfelves  in  the  Ser- 
vice of  old  Friends,  who  publickly  fcorn 
the  total  Converfion  we  pretend  to,  is  a 
ftronger  Evidence  of  our  Intentions,  than  any 
Declarations  on  our  Part  ;  and  that  thefe  In- 
tentions feem  not  a  little  corroborated  by  a 
ftrong  Fadl,  dated  in  the  Days  of  our  Inno- 
cence, and  concurring  with  fo  many  Sufpi- 
cions  ? " 

This 
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This  made  an  Affair  very  alarming  to  them, 
which  in  itfelf  had  only  the  Appearance  of 
being  foolifh  and  ridiculous.  And  thofc 
who  cenfure  their  Condua  for  the  Steps  they 
took,  and  the  Solemnity  with  which  they 
aflerted  their  Innocence,  are  too  hafty  in  judg- 
ing, and  do  not  make  the  Allowances  they 
ought,  for  thofc  inward  Feelings  of  Men, 
which  are  more  apt  to  prompt  them  to 
Adion,  than  the  external  Reafon  of 
Things. 

In  the  next  Place  conlider,  how  bitterly 
they  muft  have  fuffer'd  from  the  Scene  of 
Adlion,  the  Place  where  you  reprefented  this 
Love  Fea/i  to  have  been  held.  It  was  at  the 
Houfe  of  one,  who,  tho'  his  Charader  was  on 
this  Occafion  honourably  cleared,  laboured 
under  general  Imputations  of  fuch  a  Nature^ 
as  are  feldom  groundlefs  when  they  are  ge- 
neral, and  were  in  his  Cafe  fupported  by  the 
known  Tenor  of  his  Life  in  every  Refpecl, 
except  only  the  intimate  Friendfhip  he  en- 
joyed with  thefe  Gentlemen.  I  am  far  from 
mentioning  this  Circumftance  as  a  Reproach 
to  the  Memory  of  that  worthy  good  Man  and 

Friend 
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Friend  to  the  prefent  EJiabliJhmenf^  whofc 
Afhcs  I  wifli  to  reft  in  Peace.  I  mean  no 
more  than  to  juftlfy  my  own  Defertion  of 
you,  by  reprefenting  to  you,  what  Anxiety 
our  Friends  muft  have  felt  from  every  the 
moft  minute  Particular,  in  the  Calumny 
you  had  unguardedly  thrown  out  again il 
them. 

The  Fa(ft  itfelf,  divefled  of  all  its  Circnm- 
fiances,  demanded,  and  therefore  juftified  a 
thorough  Purgation  on  their  Part.  Only  con- 
iider  how  thefe  public  Patterns  of  Virtue 
and  Decency  muft  have  been  fhock'd  at  the 
Charge  of  fo  accumulated  and  deeply  rooted 
a  Piece  of  Immorality,  as  that  of  mutual 
Vows,  attended  with  Libations,  and  other 
ftrong  Marks  of  Cordiality,  againft  a  Confti- 
tution,  which  they  knew  to  be  founded  in  the 
natural  Rights  of  Mankind,  of  which  they 
faw  the  Bleffings  diffused  even  amongft  their 
own  Friends,  and  of  which  the  Overthrow 
could  not  be  meditated,  but  by  the  moft 
malignant  Mind,  that  ever  wore  the  Maik  of 
a  Man.      There  are  a   thoufand    Follies   of 

Youth, 
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Youth,  which  Men  recoiled-  with  Pleafure, 
when  they  are  advanced  in  Years,  but  the 
Folly  they  were  accufed  of  was  fo  mixed 
with  Guilt,  and  fo  aggravated  by  their  Re- 
putation for  Underflanding  and  Literature, 
that  there  was  never  a  Piece  of  Iniquity 
which  could  have  fo  Jitde  Pretenfion  to  fcrcen 
itfelf  under  the  Name  of  a  Frolick. 

If  you  fuppofe  them  at  that  Time  gently 
mfpir'd  by  the  Ambition,  which  hath  fince 
fwell'd  their  Minds,  the  Faft,  if  we  might  be 
allowed  to  fuppofe  it  true,  would  be  quite  un- 
accountable ;  at  leaft  there  would  but  be  one 
Way  of  accounting  for  it,  that  they  were 
very  fecure  againft  any  Delatores^  and  could 
enter  into  the  Service  of  the  Public  with  a 
Defign,  of  making  their  Ambition  and  their 
Principles  occafionally  fubfervient  to  each  o- 
ther,  of  gratifying  the  one  at  all  Times, 
and  modelling  the  other  according  to  the 
Exigences  they  were  in,  till  a  proper  Sea- 
fon  offered  of  exerting  them  with  the  moll: 
Succefs,  and  to  the  befl  Advantage. 

But 
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But  what  a  profligate  Syftem  of  Adion  is 
this,  and  how  alienated  from  all  Confide-' 
rations  of  Virtue  and  Honour,  muft  be  the 
Character  that  could  originally  plan  fuch  a 
Scheme,  and  fuccefsfully  execute  it !  Such 
a  Charafter  would  be  eafily  reconcileable 
to  an  expurgatory  Oath  againft  any  Charge, 
were  it  not  the  Wifdom  of  Law,  in  fome 
Cafes,  that  an  expurgatory  Oath  fhall 
fully  difculpate  a  Charader,  rather  than 
that  the  Charadler  fhall  invalidate  the 
Oath. 

But  the  Immorality  of  the  Fad,  and  the 
Iniquity  of  Heart,  from  which  it  muft  have 
proceeded,  had  it  been  true,  could  only  dif- 
credit  them  with  good  Men,  whofe  Minds 
would  naturally  be  diflradted  by  anxious  Ap- 
preheniions  for  their  Country,  if  it  ever  fliould 
be  obliged  to  fubmit  to  the  Influence  of  fuch 
Men  or  fuch  Principles.  Good  Men  are  but 
few  in  Number,  fludious  of  Peace,  and  too 
often  patient  Yielders  to  the  Profperity  of  the 
Wicked.  So  that  their  Difpleafure  could  not 
|3e   very  formidable   to    an  adtive,    afpiring 

Gnius. 
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Genius.  But  what  a  Figure  muft  Men  of  their 
Gravity  make  under  this  Imputation,  in  the 
Eyes  oi  Men  of  Senfe^  to  whom  they  had  be- 
come refpedtable  by  their  Solemnity,  and 
whofe  Eftcern  we  may  fuppofe  them  rather 
more  ambitious  of,  than  the  Affedlion  of  a  few 
impotent  good  Minds  ? 

I  cannot  imagine  a  more  ridiculous  Gro;ip, 
than  thefe  great  Genii  in  the  Attitude,  in 
which  your  original  Account  reprefented  them^ 
warm  with  Wine  and  Zeal,  offering  Incenfe, 
with  earneft  Genuflexion,  to  the  great  Ob- 
jed:  of  Biggots,  Fools  and  Profligates.  Try 
this  Piece  of  Humour  by  the  Rules  of  good 
Senfe,  compare  it  with  any  other  Levities  of 
Youth,  but  above  all  Things  compare  it  with 
the  prefent  Perfons  and  Charader  of  thefe 
Gentlemen  j  fuppofe  them  very  fenfible,  a« 
undoubtedly  they  are,  that  in  their  Situation, 
and  under  their  Projects,  nothing  is  of  fuch 
Confequence  to  them,  as  that  their  Characters 
fhould  not  be  ridiculous;  and  then  imagine 
what  they  felt,  when  a  Charge  was  cruelly 

raifed 
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raifed,  which,  amidft  all  the  Odium  it  excited 
againft  them  in  Men  of  Probity  and  public 
Spirit,  rendered  them  exceffively  ridiculous  to 
Men  of  Senfe,  whofe  Indignation  was  flifled 
by  the  Laughter,  which  fo  odd,  ridiculous, 
grotefque  an  Image  extorted. 

Thefe  are  the  Reafons,  which  created  that 
cold  unfriendly  Reception  you  had  from  your 
old  Friend  in  the  Time  of  your  Diflrefs ;  and 
whilft  I  confider'd  Things  in  this  Light,  you 
could  notexped:  me  to  defert  all  former  -  At- 
tachments, for  the  Sake  of  one,  who  appeared 
to  me  a  Traitor,  an  Enemy  to  the  Peace  of  So- 
ciety i  one  in  whofe  Prefence  a  favourite  Paf- 
fion  or  Prejudice  muft  be  bridled  with  a  Force, 
that  is  painful  to  an  ingenuous  Mind.  But  Time 
has  done  you  the  Juftice,  which  no  Reprefen- 
tation  of  yours  could  have  done  j  it  has  plead- 
ed your  Caufe  as  effedlually,  as  if  your  good 
Friend  the  great  Orator  had  undertaken  to 
patronife  it,  when  Coimcil  %vas  retairid  agatnfi 
you, 

D  I  flat- 
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I  Ratter'd  myfelf  indeed  with  the  Hopes  of 
feeing  you  brought  to  condign  PanifhmeKt 
for  afperfing  Characters  of  fuch  Eminence,  fo 
indifpenfible.to  the  Service  of  the  PubUc.  I 
heard  of  warm  Refolutions  and  Vows  of  Re- 
venge, portending  all  the  Severity,  which  Law 
and  Power  cculd  inflid:,  and  expeded  the  Sa- 
tisfidion  of  feeing  you  made  an  Example  and 
Terror  to  all  that  have  been  formerly  ho- 
ncur'd  with  the  Friendfhip  of  the  Accufed,  and 
whofe  Memories  might  prove  as  malignant  as 
yours. 

But  to  my  great  Surprize  you  no  fooner  re- 
retir'd,  than  thefe  Threats  and  this  Magnilo- 
quence evaporated  in  Exultations  upon  the 
ilTue  of  the  Enquiry,  and  in  opprobrious 
Language  againft:  thofe  weak  and  ignorant 
Minds,  that  had  been  mifled  to  entertain 
the  Sufpicion.  Your  Offence,  in  alledging  a 
Fail  which  you  did  not  prove,  was  treated 
very  gently  in  Comparifon  with  the  Infolence 
of  thofe,  who  hearkened  to  the  Fad,  before 
they  had  heard  tl^c  Proof. 

I  am 
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I  am  now  recover'd  from  my  Surprize,  and 
after  the  moll:  minute  Examination  of  that 
great  Event,  of  the  Behaviour  of  our  Friends 
before  it,  under  it,  and  after  it  ;  of  your  Con- 
duct, Confufion  and  Prevarication,  compar'd 
with  your  prefent  Profperity,  under  your  new 
Connexions,  1  fee  what  I  could  not  have  be- 
lieved from  yourfelf  or  them,  that  the  whole 
was  a  moil  refined  Piece  of  Policy,  dexteroufly 
conducted  on  their  Part,  faithfully  fupported 
on  yours,  brought  to  a  Crifis  in  the  Manner 
they  wifhed,  and  a  proper  Foundation  for  that 
Petulance  of  Vidory,  which,  inftead  of  point- 
ing at  your  Ruin,  was  now  naturally  direded 
^mother  Way,  at  the  Zealots  for  obnoxious 
Principles,  at  thofe  who  had  given  Life  to 
Sufpicions,  which,  tho'  generally  prevailing  be- 
fore, were  feldom  vented  but  in  the  Confi- 
dence of  Friendfhip  and  Secrecy. 

Upon  this  View  of  Things  I  am  authorized 

to   receive    your    Friendiliip,      with  all    the 

Warmth,  that  Aff'edion  for  the  good  old  Caufe, 

or  the  worthy  Patriots  of  it,  and  for  you,  can 
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pojTibly  produce.  Your  original  Indifcretion 
is  not  only  abfolved,  but  from  the  Ufe  you 
made  of  it,  is  become  fo  meritorious,  that  I 
congratulate  you  on  the  fmgular  Hopes 
of  laying  a  folid  Foundation  for  your  fu- 
ture Grandeur,  in  the  Ruins  of  your  Cha- 
rader. 

It  was  hardly  poffible  for  any  of  thofe  Per- 
fons,  who  have  habituated  themfelves  to 
the  moft  natural  Adion  in  Charaders  aflum- 
ed  on  a  public  Theatre,  to  have  equalled 
the  Panic  and  Confufion,  with  which  you 
bravely  evaded  the  Evidence  of  a  plain  Mat- 
ter of  Fad,  An  Ador  by  Profefiion  would 
have  been  in  Earneft,  when  out  of  bis  Sphere 
and  having  fpme  Dependence  on  the  Efteem 
of  the  Public,  would  have  been  very  cautious 
of  diiguifing  himfelf,  where  the  Enquiry  was 
folemn;^  and  the  Matter  of  it  interefting.  But 
you  fo  admirably  conneded  the  natural  Con* 
fufion,  which  muft  arife  on  the  Occalion, 
with  that  artificial  Terror,  which  it  was  Mat- 
ter of  Honour  and  Fidelity  in  you  to  afllime, 
that  tho'  it  was  impciilble  to  convid  you  of 

ading 
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adling  a  Part,  you  aded  fo  fuccefsfully,  that, 
had  your  Hearers  been  ever  fo  ftrongly  pre- 
pofTefs'd  in  Favour  of  the  Accufation,  not  one 
of  them  could,  as  they  were  all  Men  of  the 
higheft  Honour,  conclude  the  Fadt  from  your 
Evidence. 

That  you  had  originally  laid  the  Foundation 
for  this  Enquiry,  was  too  clearly  proved  to  be 
denied.  Nor  was  it  the  Interefl  of  our  Friends, 
that  you  (hould  deny  it.  It  was  of  more  Con- 
fequence  to  them  to  have  it  retra5iedy  and  to 
fee  the  only  apparent  Accufer  they  had,  pre- 
varicating in  fuch  Manner,  that  his  Evidence 
might  become  void  of  all  Weight  and  Credi- 
bility, It  was  befides  more  eligible  to  you, 
and  had  more  the  Air  of  Ingenuity  to  charge 
yourfelf  with  a  Falfity,  utter'd  ^\x  Months 
before,  than  to  be  convided,  by  the  moll:  re- 
fpedable  Witnefs,  of  aggravating  your  Indif- 
cretion  by  denying  it. 

All  this  no  doubt  had  been  preffingly  urged 
upon  you  by  thofe,  to  whofe  Advice  it  was 
expedient,    that  you  fliould   reiign  yourfelf. 

And 
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And  that  you  was  compleatly  refigned,  and 
ready  to  ratify  your  Penitence  by  Reftitution, 
was  manifeft,  when  you  yourfelf  wrote  an 
exculpatory  Letter  to  one  of  Them,  at  his 
Requcfl  and  in  his  Prefence,  Certainly  this 
Condu6l  of  yours  was  forefeen,  before  the  En- 
quiry was  fet  on  Foot ;  for  the  Enquiry,  as  I 
am  publicly  informed,  was  not  follicited  by 
you^  or  by  any  Enemy  of  theirs,  hut  by  thofe, 
who  could  moft  avail  themfelves  of  it,  by  them^ 
felves. 

And  here  I  am  at  a  Lofs,  after  the  Enco- 
miums due  to  your  noble  Diflimulation,  to  in- 
vent any  that  are  equal  to  their  confummate 
Policy.  At  a  Time  when  their  Characters 
flood  in  need  of  Apologies  and  Vindigations, 
rather  than  Panegyrics,  when  the  Public  was 
alarm'd  with  Jealoufies  and  Sufpicions,  ap- 
parently too  well  founded,  it  was  the  Contri- 
vance of  Minds  capable  of  the  deepefl  Defigns 
to  exhibit  to  public  View  an  Accufation  of  a 
Fad,  very  diftant  in  Time,  fupported  by  no 
more  than  a  fingle  Witnefs,  and  his  Tefti- 

mony 
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mony  fo  well  condufled,  that  it  muft  termi- 
nate in  the  Confuiion,  not  the  Information,  of 
the  World. 

I  cannot  agree  in  Opinion  with  thofe  who 
confider  the  Agitation  they  were  in  as  Pare  of 
the  Plan.  It  would  have  been  Folly  to  have 
put  on  a  Difguife,  which  paffed  with  moft 
Men  for  a  Mark  of  fomething  diftind:  from 
Innocence.  As  they  are  incapable  of  Folly, 
it  will  be  very  hard  to  account  for  it.  They 
had  no  Reafon  to  apprehend  any  Injuftice 
from  their  Judges,  and  appear  to  have  been 
very  fecure  from  all  Ccnfiflcncy  or  Perfpi- 
cuity  in  the  Evidence  of  their  xAccufer ;  fo  that 
the  be  ft  Solution  of  the  Difficulty  is  furnifh'd 
by  Naturalifts  and  Enthufiafts ;  for  till  the 
Terror  they  were  in  can  be  otherwife  ac-- 
counted  for,  we  muft  afcribe  it  to  occult  ^a^ 
lities,  or  hiward  'Beelings. 

Your  Evidence  having  been  thus  judicioully 
defeated  by  yourfelf,  it  was  Time  to  ground, 
upon  the  Weaknefs  of  this  Charge,  the  Malice 
and  V/ickednefs  of  all  the  Sufpicions,    that 

have 
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have  been  entertained  of  Characters  pcrfedly 
irreproachable  in  every  Refpeft,  both  pohti- 
cal  and  morah  There  could  not  be  a  more 
efFedtual  Way  of  evincing  this,  than  by  pro- 
ducing the  ftrongeft  Teftimony,  and  as 
no  one  was  fo  ready  or  capable  of  giving  this 
Tertimony5  as  themfelves,  fo,  being  naturally 
diffident,  and  apprehenfive,  left  the  Opinion 
of  their  Veracity  fhould  not  be  fufRciently 
eii:abiifl:^ed  to  give  Credit  to  their  bare  Affir- 
mation, they  bravely  corroborated  their  own 
Teftimony  of  themfelves  by  a  Proof  irrefift^ 
able  in  Law,  by  taking  an  Oath.  And  aS 
the  Memory  of  one,  who  had  been  united 
with  them  in  Interefts  and  Affedlion,  had 
been  cruelly  difturbed  in  the  Courfe  of  this 
uncommon  Profecution,  it  was  found  expe- 
pedient,  in  Juftice  to  him,  and  in  farther  Vin- 
dication of  their  own  Purity,  to  fhew,  how 
little  Strefs  is  to  be  laid  upon  popular  Opini- 
ons, tho'  ever  fo  univerfal,  by  a  voluntary  un- 
deniable Teftimony,  that  the  Man  they  were 
connedled  with,  was  as  unexceptionable  in  his 
political  iand  moral  Charader,    as  themfelves. 

Now 
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Now  was  the  Seafon  for  changing  their 
Language,  and  the  wife  Meafure  after  fuch 
a  Flow  of  Succefs,  in  Apologies  and  Vindi- 
cations, was,  to  pave  the  Way,  if  poffible, 
for  Panegyrics. 

In  the  Enjoyment  of  thefe  I  muft  leave 
them,  and  only  repeat  my  Congratulations 
to  you  upon  your  Condudt  and  the  Succefs 
of  it.  Had  you  perfevered  in  the  Words, 
which,  I  may  now  fay,  fortunately  efcaped 
you,  you  would  have  been  in  a  moil  defpe- 
rate  Situation,  perpetually  reproached  with 
Ingratitude  to  your  Friends,  with  betraying 
innocent  Levities,  which  might  arife  from 
the  Chearfulnefs  and  Good-humour  with 
which  Wine  and  Friendihip  are  ufually  at- 
tended }  you  would  have  been  perfecuted  in 
your  Profeflion,  would  have  been  diftrufted 
where-ever  the  Influence  of  thofe  Gentle- 
men extended  ;  Men  who  had  no  Merit  of 
their  own,  would  have  made  a  Merit  of 
throwing  out  Reproaches  again  ft  you  3  all 
the  Venom  of  a  Set,    who  forty  Years  be- 

E  '  fore 
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fore  eftecm*d  it  Virtue  and  public  Spirit  to 
difturb  the  Peace  of  the  Government,  would 
now  have  been  fhot  at  you  for  interrupting 
the  Peace  of  ihdc  good  SubjeSis.  Even  if  the 
Fad  had  proved  true,  it  would  have  made 
no  Alteration  in  your  Favour,  for  the  ac- 
knowledged Merit  and  Virtues  of  thefe  Gen- 
tlemen muft  have  prevailed,  and  confe- 
quently  you  muft  have  been  infallibly 
crufli'd.  The  only  Way  you  could  poflibly 
have  to  extricate  yourfelf  was  that  which 
you  happily  embraced,  of  becoming  your- 
felf  the  Evidence  of  your  own  Falfhood. 

A  difmal  Condition  this  for  a  Man  of  de^ 
licate  Honour,  and  one  fo  vain  of  his  for- 
mer Connedions,  as  to  expofe  them  rather 
than  not  difplay  them,  to  be  left  Friend- 
lefs  and  out  of  all  Confidence,  except  with 
the  few,  who  might  have  approved  of  an  ob 
ftinate  Perfeveranee  in  Spite  of  Promifesand 
Threats,  v/ho  might  have  thought  an  uniform 
Character  more  honourable  than  a  prudent 

one 
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one.     Whereas  you  are  now  in  the  happy 
State  of  untainted  Innocence  :  Your  Crime 
is  expunged;  your  fuppofed  Enemies  never 
mention  your  Name ;  you  are  defpifed  in- 
deed by  thofe  few,  but  their  Contempt  is  at 
prefent  an  Omen  of  Profperityj  you   have 
the  Comfort  of  being  confcious,    that   you 
have  done  Service  to  the  Caufe  which  you 
feem'd  to  wound  ;  and  tho'  you  fhould  here- 
after meet  with  any  Mark  of  Contempt  from 
fome  prudent  Perfon    in  Connedlion  with 
them,  you  may  reft  affured  that  he  too  is  in 
Charity  with  you,  and   only  reftrajned  by 
Decency  and  the  Appearance  of  Things,  from 
paying  you  thofe  Honours  publicly,  which 
in  his  private  Opinion  you  have  amply  me- 
rited,   and  from  conferring  the   Reward^ 
to  which  your  Taciturnity  would  have  been 
intitled,  upon  a  Loquacity  fo  wifely  direfled 
and  fo  abundantly  atoned  for. 

It  would  demand  a  whole  Life  of 
true  Merit  to  arrive  at  the  Credit^  which 
you  have  drawn  from  this  fmgle  Event.  You 

rightly 
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rightly  judged  that  it  was  an  Event  of  fuch 
Importance,  that  all  the  Power  and  Figure 
of  your  Friends,  and  the  great  Defigns  they 
have  for  their  Country,  depended  on  it.  They 
will  convince  you  how  well  you  judged, 
when  at  a  diftant  Period  of  Tin^e,  when  the 
Cafe  is  not  quite  fo  recent,  they  fhower  down 
the  Favours  upon  you,  in  the  Fulnefs  of 
their  Power,  which  now  they  can  only  ven- 
ture to  communicate  thro*  faithful  Friends. 
The  Public  will  then  fee  Things  in  their  true 
Light,  and  honour  all  that  have  contributed 
in  any  Degree  towards  the  Syftem  of  Things 
then  prevailing  ;  all  that  have  been  wife 
enough  to  dcfpife  the  Infamy  of  faying  and 
unfaying,  of  prevaricating  and  confounding, 
when  brought  in  Competition  with  the 
Merit  of  refcuing  great  Names  from  the  Jaws 
of  Calumny.  It  was  a  talfe  Zeal  rather  than 
Malice  or  Perfidy,  that  moved  you  to  lament 
that  fuch  Men  or  their  Principles  (hould  be 
predominant.  You  have  feen  your  Error^ 
and  amply  atoned  for  it,  by  doing  your  Part 
towards   their  Stability ;  and  you  have  the 

una- 
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unanimous  Thanks  of  thofc,  who  have  now 
more  Reafon  than  ever,  to  hope  for  better 
Times. 

I  have  ufed  the  Freedom  which  was 
formerly  reciprocal  between  us,  flattering 
myfelf  it  might  have  the  EfFed:  of  reftoring 
me  to  the  fame  Share  in  your  AfFedion,  to 
which  you  are  reftored  in  mine.  As  a  far- 
ther Mark  of  my  Zeal  and  Regard  for  your 
Welfare,  permit  me  to  conclude  with  a  fa- 
^miliar  Word  of  Advice*, 

You  are  at  prefent  exalted  In  Credit  and 
Efteem  ;  but  your  Glory  is  not  of  a  more 
permanent  Nature,  than  that  of  Men  who 
rife  to  Fame  by  great  Actions,     Envy  and 

vFadion  will  foon  be  in  Arms  againft  you, 
when  they  difcover,  that  the  Difappoint- 
ment  they  have  fo  much  Reafon  to  regret, 
was  the  Work  of  Art  and  Defign.  Let  your 
Armour  be  Silence  and  Referve,  Whatever 
you  remember,  keep  it  concealed  in  your 

I  Breaft.    For  tho'  you  have  In  great  Meafure 

loft 
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lofl  the  Power  of  giving  your  Tcftimony, 
yet  it  is  poffible  for  an  unguarded  Word  of 
yours  to  alarm  all  the  Courts  in  Europe^  and 
to  engrofs  the  Attention  of  this  Kingdom, 
as  if  the  Happinefs,  or  even  the  Exift- 
ence  of  it,  depended  upon  the  Support 
of  two  or  three  private  Chara^flerst 

Befides,  you  will  obliterate  the  great 
Merit  for  which  you  now  are  applauded, 
for  as  it  was  the  Plan  to  have  your 
Prevarication  confider'd  as  equivalent  to 
Teftimony,  or  at  leaft  as  a  Vindication 
from  that  particular  Charge,  confider  the 
Confufion  into  which  you  will  throw 
our  Friends,  by  ever  repeating  and  con- 
firming it;  and  how  ridiculous  a  Figure 
they  will  make,  in  cafe  they  fliould  be 
unfupported,  and  the  great  Things  that 
are  expefted  from  them  by  your  pre- 
fcnt  Patrons  fhould  not  take  Place  j 
in    Cafe    another    Syftem    ihould  prevail 

and^ 
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and  He^  who  cannot  do  Wrong,  fhould, 
to  fecure  his  Intereft,  entruft  them  to 
none  but  fuch,  as  are  of  acknowledged 
ORIGINAL  Fidelity   to  HIM. 

lam  youry  &c. 
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